
                                
 

2016 Purple Lioness Award 
Jury Report 
 
The jury is composed of the following members: 
Daniela Arias Laurino (Granada) 
Ismael Eyras (Buenos Aires) 
Claudia Faena (Buenos Aires) 
Isaura González Gottdiener (México City) 
María Cecilia Kesman (Córdoba) 
Florencia Marciani (Córdoba) 
Cayetana Mercé (Buenos Aires) 
Inés Moisset (Córdoba) 
Zaida Muxi (Barcelona) 
Inés Novella (Madrid) 
 
 
The jury evaluated the 59 national delegations whose production was presented at the 
Biennale di Venezia 2016 according to the slogan: Reporting from the front. In a first stage 
29 pavilions commissioned and/or curated by women were selected. Exhibition, design, 
visibility and communication criteria were taken into consideration along with the exhibited 
quality of the foregoing. The jury agreed upon the nomination of 10 candidates for the 
2016 Purple Lioness Award: 

 Australia  

 United States   

 Finland  

 Greece  

 Ireland 

 Italy  

 Mexico  

 Baltic States 

 Peru  

 Thailand 
 
The result of the voting is as follows: 

 
FIRST PRIZE (shared) 

 Greek #ThisIsACo-op  (8 votes) 

 Mexico Dispiegamenti e Assemblaggi (Despliegues y ensambles). (8 votes) 
 

SPECIAL MENTION 
 Peru Our Amazon Frontline (5 votes) 

 

 

http://www.plataformaarquitectura.cl/2014/01/21/primer-lugar-concurso-de-ideas-museo-mario-toral-albert-tidy-arquitectos/?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter


                                
 

Fundamentals of the jury 
FIRST SHARED PRIZE Grecia #ThisIsACo-op: 
 
The pavilion is commissioned by architect Eirini Klampatsea, Minister of Environment and 
Energy and curated by the Association of Greek Architects led by architect Tonia Katerini. 

 
 
The jury appreciated the creative process of the pavilion, an inclusive and open experiment, 
where the bottom-up construction proposal is remarkable. 
A cooperative network was put together for the implementation of this execution modality. 
The theme was chosen through an open call where a scientific committee summarized the 
emerging topics. Subsequently, there was a second call with 49 presentations 
complemented by meetings and workshops. Although the meetings were held in Athens, it 
was possible to attend via streaming, and interact via Skype and forums. The pavilion and 
the logo were results of participatory design; and the catalogue design was defined in a 
selection process. The respective tasks were divided into six working groups. 
 
Greece shows both essays and projects from crisis on five fronts: Urban Crisis, Refugee 
Crisis, Professional Crisis, Space as a Common Good and Collective Issues. Women 
participation among exhibitors has a positive intervention average: from a total of 136 
participants; 74 are women. 
23 parallel events will take place in the pavilion which has a small grandstand.  
The communication of the exhibition, the innovative participatory design process and the 
collective activities to be carried through the Biennal are hosted in a blog that allows 
interaction with the public. 
 
FIRST SHARED PRIZE: México Dispiegamenti e Assemblaggi (Despliegues y 
ensambles).  
 
The pavilion is commissioned by architect María Margarita Segarra Lagunes and curated by 
the anthropologist Pablo Landa Ruiloba. 
 
The pavilion aims to show social and participatory architecture emphasizing on the 
experiences that can be translated, adapted or multiplied instead of showing complete 
works, finished products or closed systems. 
The exhibitors’ selection modality is specially appreciated by the jury. The first call received 
207 works from the 26 states of the country for evaluation. A Technical Joint Committee 
composed of 3 women and 4 men selected 31 proposals in which the participation of 9 
women is registered. The curator and other team members were given the task of visiting 
representatives of each team to deep into their work. Social dimensions of architecture was the 
dialogue topic in order to achieve two objectives: the museum script for future 
development and first topics of conversation about the 2016 Biennal edition theme.  
The pavilion exhibits the work of Mexican architects as well as other interesting elements 
such as self-construction manuals, ONG’s work, social organization experiences and 
working groups realizations like Women of Clay, where women from Oaxaca were 



                                
 
involved in the production of adobe and building walls, arches and ceilings, which led to 
the transformation of gender patterns in their communities. 
 
Due to the high quality of the received material, the Technical Committee decided to create 
a digital archive in which, in addition to the 31 selected proposals, 87 works were included 
with the intention of seeking the continuity and significance of the success of the call, both 
in Venice and Mexico. 
The broadcast mode is remarkable; contents and activities are on line in social networks 
through an agreement with Archdaily with real-time updates via Twitter, Instagram and 
Facebook. 
 
Mention: Peru Our Amazon Frontline 
 
The pavilion is commissioned by architect José Orrego. Architects Sandra Barclay and Jean 
Pierre Crousse are in the curatorship; they were chosen through a competition organized 
by the Wiese Foundation and El Comercio Group. 
 
Peruvian pavilion recounts an unprecedented action on the latter front: fighting poverty 
and preserving the Amazon forest through education. The "Jungle Plan", a large scale 
public program in the Peruvian Amazon region is aimed to rebuild hundreds of scattered 
schools located in inaccessible places. This program also incorporates a new educational 
plan that encourages multiculturalism and the rescue of historically relegated native 
languages. Architect Elizabeth Añaños is the head of project and directs the team 
composed of young people between 23 and 30 years old in which Militza Carrillo and 
Claudia Flores are leading members. The pavilion does not have its own website. 
The pavilion received a special mention by the Jury of the Biennale.  
 
 


